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Introduction:

As one more new year is dawning this is anothen for us to record our
experiences and learning to keep a track on oategfies that we implemented in the past
year towards achieving our objectives of “Gendaradity, social justice and community
development”.

This year provided us an exploring platform to devour efforts to implement
the programmes as according to our plan. Hencesowkl meet the long term plans and
also arrange the short term activities and alsddcalter our plan as and when situation
demanded. In this process, social and ideologitehgthening, taking up community
development issues and organizing mass to achiew@amanity development, cadre
building, capacity building of the team, culturg@ipaoaches and union formations are the
chief activities that were being focused by thernteApart from these, the network and
alliance building, advocacy and campaigning, doauaten and publications, rallies and
protests and such other activities are also talewital issues to focus effectively.
Awareness building programmes, camps, workshopspsgiums, seminars and other
collective programmes also being arranged in tea s part of our strategies to take the
information to the grass routes of society. Thdagg# campaigns to form the cadre
groups, formation of worker’s union among the cordton laborers at district level and
building of a state level all girlfamatetrop are some of the confronting and effective
programmes that we organized in the year. We ae fced several hurdles while
implementing our plans at the field and also copdint out various lacunas in our

implementations due to several reasons.

This record shows a comparative study between thg#o@ Plan and our
implementations and an elaborated report on thesarhe comparison is a yardstick for
us to measure the impacts with our plans and tdeeefar we have been succeeded in
achieving the same and to analyze regarding theificattbns in our strategies if
required. Every year begets new experiences andchallenges for us which is making

our plan much more effective.



Action Plan 2008

The organizational work will always depends on gieblems in the working
areas and focusing issues. Hence, it is also eskémtalter the plan according to the
problem to implement the suitable strategy as onstances arise. But, a well-prepared

action plan for 2008 assisted us to structure deas and to meet those through proper

and planned activities.

In this background our main objectives in the@ctplan of 2008 were,

» Extending the work to initiate a mass struggle towals Social change and
Development.

Extending the works to 100 villages in 24 Gram Paryaths.

50 Groups formation among Families, women, childred youth in these
100 villages and strengthening the existing groups.

Ensuring the women, youth and Children’s particgratn Gramasabhas.
And preparing them to raise questions and to ppéie in the debate with
sufficient info and facts relating to the projesgsictioned to the village.

Initiating the groups collectively to demand thezgmment for basic
facilities and essential project for a better lyitssuing applications to
offices concerned regularly per month and arrangnogest if applications
fail to implement.

Dealing with Land Rights issues and fighting foz thnd less.
Addressing the caste issues and caste discrimizaitiodifferent taluks

focusing on that particular issues and incidentsl Arganizing protest or
any other effective action as situation demands.

» Cadre and Capacity Building

Organizing 4 awareness programs on essential Lad/&aght to
Information Act. Per Year 4 cadre camps.

Awaking mass regarding the local and state budigettions of the Local
and State Bodies and Sensitizing on the importgogernment policies
and pursuing the facilities.



* Ensuring more Dalit, Muslim, youth and Women Pgvation in the
programs. 3 women including at least two dalitplith and 1 dalit male
from each village.

* Workshops to the teachers, officers and other whiksvon the flip side.
4 workshops, 3 workshops in village level focusimg school as venue
and 1 at Taluk level.

» Organizing 2 issue based protests. 1 at Taluk feeelsing at least 500
participation and 1 at district level concentratingprganize at least 2000
members.

» Choosing the cadres from the groups and intensavaing and workshops
to these people at the local and Taluk levels.

» Distribution of books, reading materials and grdigtussions on Human
Rights, Children’s Right, and women rights etc... AsrdPost
independent economic policies in the modern edutiing globalization,
neo liberalism etc... making sure that cadres wdlrat least 1 book in a
month.

* Seminars and workshops on Historical significarfcgtruiggles in
Karnataka, different ideologies like Marxism, Amb&drism, Sufism,
History of Caste, Class, Patriarchy, ideology dfigltransformation,
Caste v/s class etc...

* The conceptualization of the aims and objectivethefmovement and
orientation to strengthen the movements.

» 1 Exposure trip to analyze and learn from the immaetation of other
organizations or movements in different field. Aa#ling them to
different protest and awareness seminars in diffgrkaces.

» Addressing the crisis of Fundamental Rights and Fuslamental Facilities.

» Dealing with the cases of Right Violation sphersasaand providing
justice to the victims

» Dealing with the basic facilities and basic amesitike PHC, PDS, street
Lights, drinking water etc.... and to organize pedpléorce then for the
effectual implementation.

» Advocacy and Networking to increase strength of ma@ment and to build a
mass platform for collective struggle.

» Strengthening the membership of the Bisiyyota fetien, Beedi
federation, and such other laborers movementsiadiby SPANDHANA
and managing a good rapport. We have taken a tafgeganizing 100



members Agarbhatti Federation, 100 to Beedi Feidexat00 to
Yuvaspandhana as a movement.

* Networking with other organizations and movement€hannapattana.

» An effective advocacy with the media to publicihe tause and issues
and the activities of SPANDHANA

» Increasing the Cultural approach and promoting culural revolution and
cultural changes

» Cultural approach through street playas and awasesengs. We each
one will prepare 1 street play and 1 revolutioreogg once in three
months.

* Initiating new girls’ cultural troops in “Kamsaal@hd “Tamate” (Folk
arts) for 20 members.

* 4 Programme Review meetings + collective learnimg@ss activities for
team members-on issues (human rights, Child riggutsl rights, impact of
LPG, minimum wages, right to health, right to enyph@nt, right to
livelihood and on patriarchy and Capitalist Systems

Implementations

Village campaigns and Groups formations

In the initial three days of the first quarter dailed study was undertook on the

political, social and economic state of the villeg&he study was a part of the campaign
and specially focused on the major problems anabkogsis of the people. Harookoppa,
Nunnuru, Harokoppa Palya, Banagalli, Ambadalli, Bjauka, Hucchayyanadowwi,
Sogala, Vaddaradoddi, Sogala Palya, Kalikere, Kn@antemogenahalli, mylanayakana
Halli, Mylanayakana Hosahalli, Harooru, Hanumapdddi, Bevooru these are the
villages which were taken under the study and cagnpand the average
result of the study shows, all villages are lackpngper basic amenities..
The cast based discriminations, gender violencecandiption at the
administrative level are and such other social lgrok are
abundant in these villages. These initial campaigiso
helped us to build new contacts and to strengtherekisting
contacts with other local movements.

In the month of February since the Public Distridt
System problem was prevailing we tried to creataramess among people
regarding the different type of card system, legad administrative set up of PDS,
reasons for the recent government decisions taittine BPL cards and role of MNC'’s
and huge industrialists in this Governments denisilbthese issues were incorporated as
part of the campaign. To create awareness amorgeesgarding the rally of “Samajika



Parivarthana Janandolana” and to ensure the patich of people in the mass rally a
village to village campaign was organized.

In the month of March, The preparations for thednational Women’s Day was
the main event of our schedule. After the womenaya key contact with the
participants also maintained to build an effectiatwork with the people. As our effort
in these 3 months we could form 1 women'’s collecand 1 Yuvaspandhana.

On the basis of the Base Line survey and our cuatprobservation on the
villages, in the second quarter we divided theagdls in to underdeveloped and most
backward. The bifurcation is on the basis of thgecive to implement the strategy of
addressing the public grievances. Thus in thisrtguave worked in these villages
Mylanayakana Halli, Kannidoddi, Harooru, Sogala,tt&asanahalli, Kenchayyana
Doddi, Ambhada Halli, Vaddara Doddi, Torehosoorigcki Palya, Hodike Hosahalli,
Sante Mogenahallidoddi, Dasegowdana Doddi, Charen@dwdana doddi, Avverahalli,
Honganoor, Akkuru Hosahalli, Paredodi, Mole Doddgachagere, Dasegowdana Doddi,
Nagawara, Minakere Doddi, Elehosahalli, Dashaw#aege Guppe, Madapura,
Chikkenehalli, H.Mogenahalli, Chekkere, SadarahallHottigana Hosahalli,
BanaganaHalli, Kalikere.

The experience in villages and slums during thepzagns to mobilize mass for
social change was a great learning process fobusng our campaign in these three
months we organized several discussions, pocket misetings with the people in the
community. With our intervention so far we couldganize 1 woman collective in
Moledoddi, 1 Chaluvali Sangha in Vaddaradoddi ar@@hildren’s collectives in Vadake
Hosahalli, Sante Mogenahalli, Pouli Doddi, HottiganHosahalli, MoleDoddi,
Mylanayakanahalli, Sogala respectively. They asthering on weekly basis and
discussing regarding their personal crisis andadgsues.

In the third quarter, the campaigns focused mainlyive major aspects,

* The formation of Collectives

* The untouchability and other social discriminaticmgainst women
and Dalits in villages.

» Campaign to organize construction workers to foraman.

» Campaign on Public Distribution system and RighEtucation

» Campaigns, part of networking and advocacy

The formation of Collectives:

The formation of family groups and women, youthigl children collectives are
gradually taking shape in villages and slums. Asoseting to our usual strategy while
implementing collective groups the prime concergiien on the social awareness and
ideological orientation. Consequently, it is a idifft task to make people understand
about the importance of the collective groups king up social issues, especially in an
era where all women’s and youth groups are beimméd for small savings and for
economic purposes.



The untouchability and other social discriminatiamginst women and Dalits in villages.

As part of campaign against social disparities ragjaDalits and women, we
came-across with several incidents where Dalits l@@mg treated untouchables in
villages like kooranagere where Dalits are notvedld to enter temples, Harokoppa
where double-tumbler system is still being practicé/e are visiting these villages on
regular basis and holding discussions with the tRmlimmunity members on dignity of
life and human rights. Including the youth collges of these villages we negotiated with
the other caste members regarding the issue dadstill on process. Though there is a
partial response from the Dalit member when we éskem to boycott drinking tea in
upper caste’s tea shops. Since Dalits are the matomers their business has comes
down partially and on process of this negotiatiores are attempting to eradicate this
problem gradually. Regarding the temple, we argmassively changing the mindset of
the people regarding the role Brahminical strate@eexploiting Dravidians culturally.

Campaign to organize construction workers to forami@n

The labour department has introduced several Hendbr
constriction workers under ‘Welfare Fund for thevelepment of :
construction workers’. But it has been utilizedcg a large
number of workers are unaware about it. Thus toemak:
them to avail these facilities and to create afqiat to \_
address their problem and to strategically plan BL A
eradication of gender disparities in this arenafesised to \¢, 4
build a union among construction laborers.  Thus We--,
campaigned in Govindahalli, kranagere, hanumaptaidido‘i
vaddaradoddi, masigoudanadoddi, mailanayakana , hhtiitigana hosahalli, sante
mogenahalli, chekkere. The union has been registeneler the name of “Ramanagara
Jilla kattada Karmikara Sangha” and there are 1&8berships at present.

Campaign on Public Distribution system and RighEtlucation

According to the recent PDS policy, the BJP ledesgovernment is canceling all BPL
ration cards and the quantity of ration has alssnbeduced. Thus to campaign against
the disruptive policies, we organized an awaregasgpaign

in villages for nearly 4 days and staged a pratestont of
Taluk Magistrate’s office. The campaign was not yonl
focused on to organize the mass for protest, bet ale
concentrated to illuminate them regarding the repeticies

of the government which are always against to nierést of
working class, Dalits and minorities.

The Right to Education campaign carried out frad08.2008 to 21.08.2008 in
12 villages of channapattana. The campaign focossdly on the enrolment of students
specially girl children to schools, common schoatem, value based education etc. . . .
The campaign included mass announcement, pockethwveetings and awareness jathas



by walk from villages to villages. We covered kaadlhottigana hosahalli, sogala,
moole, vadake hosahalli, harokoppa, sante mogdndteadllikere, ambadalli, harisandra,
kannidoddi, kenchayyanadoddi. The last day of tlenmaign we assembled in
SPANDHANA office and discussed about the outconmes @lanned about follow up of
the campaign. In all villages the children tooktpeffectively through out the jatha and
supported the objective with active slogans andgsorThe villagers, the school
authorities, bureaucrats and others also parteipand supported in the campaign
effectively.

In the fourth quarter, meeting the aspiration e people towards community
development and children’s campaign were given nmuominence during the visit to
villages. Thus we could implement several infradtital developments like road,
streetlight, drainage system and basic amenitiesRDS, Graveyards and also banished
several social taboos that were prevailing agdadits.

The group formations among children gave us a hepe to form a tightened
cadre group since children are more enthusiastppartive and active in our activities.

The experiences in villages and slums during timepeagns to mobilize mass for
social change were a great learning process fobusng our campaign in these three
months as usual approach we organized severalsdistis, pocket wise meeting with
the people in the community. With our interventsm far we have organized 1 woman
collective and 1 children collective in Moledoddaida3 Children’s collectives in Vadake
Hosahalli, Sante Mogenahalli and Pouli Doddi retpely. They are gathering on
weekly basis and discussing regarding their petsoisas and social issues.

Community Development Activities

A strict documentation and follow-up is maintairedthe villages of our contact
the families whom we have contacted to strengthemton process. During this quarter,
it is in these villages SPANDHANA is focusing to plament the basic public
essentialities including rural infrastructure, lsasimenities of the people, making the
government schemes and projects to reach needy etc.So far several projects and
schemes have been implemented because of ourentem. These are also inspiring for
us to work with more enthusiasm taking the basgues of people and these are
becoming the rewards for our efforts.

PDS SystemAs a result of the recent irreverent amendmerthénpublic distribution
System, several BPL cards were cancelled througthewstate. And in the taluk also this
move of the government hit extensively in the Sagatam Panchayath, Koodlur Gram
Panchayath and Neelasandra gram Panchayath. Tlosfléct created between the
people and the PDS distributors and the distriloubd ration stopped for nearly four
months. After the intervention of the SPANDHANA, ethRation Shops reopened
distributed proper ration to the public. But latex negotiated with people and dispatched
an application requesting to cross-check the gewem survey and to provide the BPL
cards to those who are deceived to access it imdahe. After a long process of protests
and campaigns, the government agreed to do a mimtey regarding the BPL
distribution. And at present 150 cards are distedun Koodloor, 89 in Kaalikere, and
we have also given a list of more than 5000, ydidasanctioned. And Ration shops in



Koodloor, Kaalikere, Sogala, Moledoddi, Veerupakshiram, Harokoppa, Hottigana
Hosabhalli, Koranagere and in H. Koorangere. Andaodloor it was made mandatory to
distribute ration weekly four days and inform theople by public announcement
(Tamate).

Public Graveyard:Hodike Hosalli comes under Honganoor Gram Pancdhayée total
Population of the village is 243 and more than é0gbe are from Dalit community in the
village. The village is not having a graveyardu$the Okkaliga, Kuruba Communities
in the village bury dead bodies in their own larBlut Since Dalits in the villages are not
having any land holdings; they have depended orb#m of a public tank for funerals.
After the incident coming into our notice, we negtead with the local Dalit community
members and other progressive people in the viltagarding an alternative. Thus we
found out a plot of Government Land which is avagain Village and is barren. Hence
we requested for Public Graveyard. And after a Ipragess of dialogue and joint work
with the government, at present it has been graatetl Vadake Hosalli has a public
graveyard. After this, we also started to work inl&tloddi and requisition is on process
to sanction the same.

Basic Amenities: In Kooranagere, there are no frequent busesthieueé is an ample of
members who are workers in garments and such ¢dlc&sries. Thus after forming a
‘Chaluvali group in the village we sent a collective requasi on KSRTC officials and

at present 4 buses have been provided to Koorna@eeenage systems to Hodike
Hosahalli, Hottigana Hosagalli have been repai®rket lights to Veerupakshipura
colony have been put up. 4 Ashraya houses to Hapzko3 in Kaalikere have been
implemented to Dalits.

Social Taboosin Harokoppa village double tumbler system stillsex Thus recently we
formed a ‘Chaluvali Sangha’ in the village. At prasthe youth of the Harokoppa colony
have come forwarded to instigate their people tpcbti entry to upper caste tea shops
and are planning to start their own. In Chekkellage there was no proper way for
dalits to enter their colony since an upper castesgn constructed toilet in the public
mud road. They gathering the people we protestathsigthat and at present it has been
demolished and Dalits got their way.

Anti-Liquor Struggle: From several years in Poulidoddi village illiéiquor is being
sold. Previously there were several arrack shagsfatiowing to the state’s order to stop
all arrack shops it has been shifted to illegalrdtistion of illicit liquors from early
morning and at late night. Several illegal disttdya who are not availing the legal
license are engaged in this illegitimate businése local women and some progressive
men of the village protested against it long bau# also forwarded a complaint to excise
department. But nothing has happened so far. Tvathdehave been taken place so far.
And it is regularly affecting the health, peace dméncial growth of the families in
village. At present with the support of the villagemen, a week before we have given
again a complaint to excise department and alseafi@ed to higher authorities. The
excise officials are on a regular beat, thus itlhesn controlled to an extent. But we are
also skeptical about the bigger giants who playebind screen in this illicit business.
We are on process of finding it out.



Apart from these, we are expecting the resultseokmal other issues where we
have applied requisitions under Information Act asmime letters have also been
forwarded to respective authorities requestingistridute government land to landless,
Houses under Ashraya scheme, Pensions, BPL Ra#iais@tc. . .

Awareness camps and Seminars

Awareness Programme on Panchayath Raj System:

A programme was being organized to sensitize Paathaepresentatives and
Villagers regarding Panchayath Raj system and the of
representatives and people in making the admitistr
effective. The workshop was organisied orf' 27 January in
Kannidoddi Village. Ms. Prabha from Bharathiya Jn
Vignana Sabha addressed the mass being resoumsenper
the programme. Explaining the importance of thengr
Panchayath she elaborated the role of SDMC, Grarhasa
village Health and Sanitary comities,58mendment Etc. . . . Focusing on the topic she
said, “The main motive of Panchayath raj is to mgvpower to the real people. Thus it's
our onus to make utilize of the power in proper walyough the Dalit and women are
getting power they are just becoming backseat dyitke upper castes and men are
enjoying the power in reality. Thus they shouldeepowered enough to ask their rights
and should take an initiative to work for peopldieSalso narrated the role and equal
responsibility of the people in guiding the Pandthyand Ensuring better service from it.
Ms. Lakshmamma the Panchayath President and Mwdtakah, the president SDMC,
were also present on the occasion. Nearly 300 pgmpticipated in the Programme.

Workshop on Public Distribution System:

In the months of January, February and March thesigonent started to cut off

/

the BPL card. So to awake the mass regarding theegtes
of the government and to instigate them to pragsinst this
injustice we organized a workshop on February 2,
SPANDHANA office. Dr. Vasu from Karnataka Janapar
Vedike was being invited as the resource Persoplaifing |
the structure of PDS and rights and responsitslité the b .
people he elaborated the strategies of the governiime =AM hiss
curtailing the BPL cards and providing all facésito the MNC’s and Huge industrials of
the state. Including the youth, women and membérsobtlective groups nearly 50
persons participated in the workshop. As a follgwta the workshop SPANDHANA
also initiated small protest against this procadsvp villages.

Cultural Workshop:

SPANDHANA and Samanata Mahila Vedike activistsnilyi organized a
cultural workshop from February 10 19". The workshop focused mainly to create a
state level all women cultural troop. The workshiogluded the training of two dramas
and learning essential contents of the theatreitantbncepts. After the workshop a 13



member’s full fledged cultural troop came into lggin the name oManavi Kalatanda.
And at present it is showcasing two dramas onéBedukinamruta Kanda Akkana
Kathe” and another “Charitre Vartamanakke Tirugidaaga”Both of the drams throws
light on the several social crisis of women inchglidomestic violence, Rape, dowry
Harrassment, impact of Religion, cast and tradéion womanhood etc... Mr. Santhosh
Guttiyangadi was the director of both the plays essburce person in the workshop. At
present Manavi Kalatanda has given more than 5 shodifferent parts of Karnataka.

International Women'’s DaY:

On the occasion March f0nternational women's Day
SPANDHANA as like every year, this year also orgedi a
mass programme to mark international women’s Daxer@00
people participated in the programme. The progranwaes
divided into a mass rally and Stage programme/dukt of time
- rally could not be organized. Ms. Ningamma inautpdathe
programme by singing Ragi PadaandManteswamy PadaVis. Ishrath lesar released a
small souvenir, which has been printed to commetaotae -
memory and to explain our experiences to mass,es
SPANDHANA completed 5 years in channapattana TaM&. i
Muttamma from Adivasi Horata Samiti, Mr. Manasiator
Karnataka Raitha Sangha, Ms. Malini Antharjanam '

SPANDHANA and Ms. Ningamma were present on stags. -

- Muttamma addreed the mass focusing on “Working wome
and History of Women’'s Movement”, Mr. Manasaiah,
elaborated on “State of Women in the Era of Gldagion and
Future of People’s movement”, Mrs. Ishrath Nisgaoke on
_ oy ¥ “Women and Religion”. Mrs. Malini

E‘ -4- - Antharjanam Presided the program

- After the stage programme, M
Roshna and Mr.Vinod from Kerala presented
‘Ardhanareeshwara Nruthya’ symbolizing of role osband and
wife in a family and role of man and women in sbcid Drama
and Geetaroopaka from Manavi Kalatanda was alsngberganized. Members from
Adivasi Horata Samiti sang a revolutionary song.

Dr. Ambedkar Jayanthi:

To mark the 11% Birthday of Dr. Ambedkar and to awake the masamdagg
his struggle towards freedom, equality, justice amganized a small programme on"15
of April in Vaddaradoddi. Mr. Jagannath, an Advecabm Karnataka Janapara Vedike
came as a resource Person and he elaboratedubgletr and the deed of Dr. Ambedkar
in providing freedom and equality to Dalit, Mardizad and Downtrodden section of our
society. He also explained the role of AmbedkaFiaedom struggle and drafting our
constitution which is strengthened the conceptaizontal structure of society against
Manu’s vertical structure of society. Nearly 1Gbple participated in the programme.



Exposure Trip to Kerala:

From 17" April to 24" April an exposure has beeen organized to our tearisit
Trivandrum and Kottayam District in Kerala to studipout 5
People’s Movements and Organisation which are wgrkor
Gender equality. The objective of expousure was #istake
part in a folk festival called “Thayambaka”. Thayaaka is
basically a Dalit folk art form which is observed balits and &
also by performed Dalits as a symbol to take regefigm
Brahmins of Kerala. The term Thayambhaka came istence
from “Tambhurakanmarodulla Pakha” in Malayalam. @himeans “The revenge for
Bhrahmins” * Thamburaan’ | the term which was ubgdther castes while addressing a
Bhrahmin, which means God. So this s cultural apgmoand an art form of taking
revenge against their exploitation.

Apart from this, we also had been to The Fishék tmmmunity and disused
about their problems and movements and Visitechadaun by this movement, with a
unique curriculum. The visit to “Sakhi Resource @ehin Trivandrum is also most
informative, since we could interact with Ms. Ekayijayan and other ‘Sakhi Team’
regarding the current state of women in Kerala igflgcthe state of Dalit women. We
could also learn the technical aspect in running an
organization. The experience with the Local Kutustivae
units illuminated us regarding the strength oflteal groups
lead by women.

On the process of our study tour, we could algoyen
in the Kovalam Beach, Shanku Mukham beach in
Trivandrum, Kanyakumari, Art galleries, Botanicardens,
Old Palaces etc. . . .

Cadre Camp:

On 20" of April 2008, we organized a cadre camp in SPAMDA office as a
further step to the previous cadre camp of MaraiceSwe focused on Pre Independence
Era and Indian Freedom Movement in last cadre cdahg, i
time we chose to focus on individual personaliaesl their
contribution which will inspire us to release ouwler in
current slate it with current state and to tackie present
problems.

Thus, we took a topic of “Bhagath Singh- Struggle
Independence and His Revolution”. The session tafasn
by Com. Yashwanth, The state Committee member o
Student Federation of India. Focusing on the suibMr. Yashwanth elaborated the role
of Bhagath Singh in National Freedom movement bairggudent and Youth. Giving a
brief introduction to his early life, he explain&hagath’s ideological views and long
term perception on India’s social, economic andtieal state. Yashwanth also relted the
then situation with the current crisis and urgesl plarticipants, That there is a immediate
need of several such personalitie sin current sthiere the survival of Dalits, farmers,




women, students, youth and all other marginalizsiens is under threat. Mr. Prasad
the district secretary of Bangalore has also ppeted in the camp.

After the discussion the movie, “The Legend of &th Singh” directed by
Rajkumar Santhosi and casted by Ajaya Devgan andtiAfRao is also being screened.
After the screening there was space for discusaiwh youth posed several questions
including the role of Gandhi in the death of Bh&gaingh, The reason to accept atheism,
Bhagth Sigh’s struggles for Dalits etc... Totally @dres participated in the camp.

Halli Haikala Habba:

14" of June is the Birthday of revolutionary Icon, Che
Guevara. But the sad part is in Indian soil ‘Clsesiill a model
¢ only for selected mass. So this was our minor giteto
introduce ‘Che’ and his deeds to our people inagdl and to
inspire and strengthen their struggle. Thus asrategly we
culminated Che’s Birthday with a festival of a lbadeity
‘Chellamma’ in the village. ‘Chellamma’ the locakity of

Hottigana Hosahalli villagers is mainly a goddedsfak.
Dalits are the chief followers of this goddess. Arain several
years the Dalit colony is being discriminated ie thllage for |

Dalit colony. So Dalits will come to the upper easireas to
worship the god / goddess and to take part in tbegssion. |
Thus we thought, to bring a change in the systemd; the
procession of “Chellama Devi Utsava” was broughhia main streets of colony first and
then to the upper caste streets. Though we didgebtmuch support from upper caste
people some of progressive hands joined with usl. &ter the procession, all gathered in
front of the temple, and we organized a huge dsousto share information regarding
Che. Dr. Janardhan from Indian Youth Movement, Miaganna from Karnataka
Janapara Vedike came as resource personas and sinaire
information on Che and his contributions. They tedait
with current situation and awakened the mass ragagitthe
urgency of a mass struggle, elaborating the presesis.

During the programme, the local representatives of
Y gram Panchayath took an oath in front of Godesdl&hma
“® that “they will work and dedicate themselves fore th
development of their village” and The people tookoath
saying, “if the local government, state governmenany
other enforcement machinery fails to meet the aspin of
the village for its development, they will react the
situation and always will be ready to take up ttraggle”.
They also took an oath saying, “They will fight ags
castism and Gender Equality”.

Ms. Thayamma, Mr. Govinda Raju, The members ofnGiBanchayath and
Bevoor Ramaiah, the local folk artist, were alsespnt on the occasion. Nearly 200
members participated in the programme.




Seminar for Construction Workers:

After the unification of construction workers angeal meeting and seminar was

organized on 20 of July in New Millennium School hall, to
illuminate workers regarding the importance of umsiothe facilities
provided by the government, structure of the uniames and
regulations of the union. Mrs. Meena Patel, thetri2is Labour
Commissioner, Mr. Kiran, Taluk Labor Inspector and
Mr.Jagannath, Advocate from Karnataka Janapara Kéediere
invited to address the workers on different topecs. Meena Patel
briefed about the facilities and benefits from lalepartment to
construction workers and Mr,. Jagannath explaitedimportance
of Union, its structure and mode of functions. Ea8D workers
participated in the seminar and shared their egpees and views.

Workshop for Construction Workers:

After the primary meeting to understand the némgortance
and structure of Union a workshop has been orgednimeder the
guidance of Mr. Vasu from Karnataka Rajya Janapéedike. He
explained the essentiality of workers unificatiamdampioratnce to
unite to achive the goal of equalwage and equaliesoc Mr.

Jagannath, Advocate was also present on the oocasio

Poets’ Meet in remembrance of Mr. A.T. Babu
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arrest of the accused.

In remembrance of Mr. A.T Babu who was a great
humanist and anti-arrack activist we organized at'Baneet
to commemorate his activism in spreading humaiiityis, on
25" of July several young poets, intellectuals andtessi
gathered in SPANDHANA office and read out numerous
poems and write ups regarding the contribution of Babu
and discussed regarding strengthening movement and
demanded a CBI investigation of the case and imatedi

Workshop on emergence of class society to current:

On 29" and 38" of July an elaborated intensive cadre camp waanizgd to
SPANDHANA team and Dr.Vasu from Karnataka Janapadike took the sessions. He
chronologically defined the emergence of cast,sclaisd gender and he defined how
Indian society transformed from a class-less spdietcaste and class-based society.
Later elaborating the situation of India in pre gu$t independence era, he defined the
contribution, role and ideological perception ofel freedom fighters and movement



builders whose ideology has become the objectiveséveral movements today. He
also defined the emergence of religion in India &mel heat of communalism. Mrs.
Mallige from samanatha mahila vedike explainedrtegence of gender inequalities in
detail.

Several activities and group discussion through tbet workshop assisted the
participants to understand the intellectual issoem easier way and made the workshop
livelier. There were totally 20 members includingnahdna, samanatha mabhila vedike,
Karnataka janapara vedike and some selected ctadne®ur working areas.

Discussion on the emergence of revolution agailassaaste and gender inequalities:

On 14" of august Mr. Rajgopal, the state leader of
BSP addressed our team regarding “the emergenc Cof
revolution against class caste and gender meqm:‘illtHe :
elaborated the history and how the horizontal spdiecame w ‘]pﬂ”"?_

a vertical one and the invasion of Aaryan cultune

Dravidian civilization. And On 28July, Mr. Rajgopal took ,. =

another session where he analyzed the presentl, socia

economic, cultural and political crisis of the ctynand role of people’s movement in

achieving an equal and just society. He also empthabout the several Political parties
that are active in current politics and their idgptal perceptions, objectives and so far
contributions of all these to Indian politics andfte life of the people.

After the programme the space for Q&A helped #eent to clarify several queries
pertaining to politics of the country.

As a continuation to the earlier workshop oﬁdmjgust, we organized another
workshop inviting Dr. Vasu from Karnataka Janapéedike. He explained the stages of
changes took in the class hierarchy from feudatsicurrent prevailing imperialism. He
described the features and process of feudalispitaiam, imperialism and its impacts.
The workshop gave a wide perception to the padidip regarding the economic and
social setup of the country. After the workshop tésponsibilities and role of the mass
movements were also discussed.

Workshop for budding activists:

W On 2f' august a one day workshop was organized for
! 'd'-ﬁ members of children collectives. Selected childvesre selected
: fiL i from across all the collectives from Sante Mogetiaidoledoddi,
Kenchayyanadoddi, Hodike Hosahalli and Hottiganaatalli. In
one day workshop, several social problems and ciglats were
being discussed through creative activities and eganirhus
children understood their role and rights in sqgciehrough
- T | simplified forms. Children got involved and enjoyt the stories
;\. &’ of Bhudda, paintings on gender inequality and emrirental
’ LN pollution, Playing Tamate, singing awarness andoltgionary

songs and such other activities. Nearly 50 chilgr@ricipated in the workshop.




Protest against policy to curb Public Distribut®ystem:

SPANDHANA has already initiated a stron fj‘
campaign against state’s anti-people policies afegament |,
to curb PDS system. As a follow up to our earligorés this
time also we planned a systematic campaign ingeaand
slums regarding the stand of government and impoetaf people to rebel against such
policies. After a week’s campaign on 20.09.2008onganized a mass rally through main
streets of channappattana and assembled in frofitafk Magistrate demanding to
provide the BPL cards, to increase the quantitjoofl grains and to take out the anti-
people poI|C|es from Public Distribution system.alg 500 women and men gathered
w from across 15 villages. Ms. Pushpa from Bangalane Ms.
Mallige from Samanath Mahila Vedike addressed teepfe. And
several women shared their problems and day toed@griences
they are combating with local PDS. 7

After the protest, the Taluk
Magistrate Mr. Raghavendra hg
assured to implement the demands with in his liraisl
recommend for the rest to the state governmento Als | 2
asked SPANDHANA team to take part in the survey|t
identify more BPL families to provide BPL cards toe
needy.

Workshop on Value-based Education and responsiloiTeachers:

As apart of the campaign on Right to Education 2@ September a one day
workshop was being organized for teachers and BskEdlents. Mr. Banjegere
Jayaprakash had been invited as speaker and lwrakadb the true meaning of education,
which changes values of the children from conseredevel to broad and intellectual
level. Thus he stressed the role of teachers isitapt in creating such citizens and for
that first teachers should be aware about what dppéning outside academics.
Mr.Gopalkrishna from Block Resource Center was alssent on the occasion. Nearly
20 members participated in the workshop.

“Phasalu Tegeyona, Kanasu Kattona™:

Since there was huge caste discrimination in Ho#likeahalli village to Dalits,
we planned to organize a cultural rally in the mstireets of the village with the support
of the local Dalit colony residents. Thus we a @t rally and seminar under the banner
of Phasalu Tegeyona, Kanasu Kattomas being organized on"%f Novemeber in
Hodike Hosahalli Village. The rally which carriedl &raditional items headed by the
Tamate beats of Manavi Kalatanda. After the rafig offerings to the local deity Mallei
Mahadeshvara, a seminar was organized in whictRBjgopal, The Dalit Activist and
local influential personaliies Chikka chennayya,eBlsiddyya and Gram Panchayath
Mmeber Kempajamma addressed the audience.



Advocacy and Networking. . .

As part of our networking with other organizatiorsd people’s movements,
SPANDHANA patrticipated in several programmes andked our support to various
protests organized by Karnataka Komu Souhardhakéediarnataka Janapara Vedike,
NAFREY, Karnataka Forum for Dignity, Samanata MaMedike Etc. . .

Samajika Parivarthana Janandolana:

As part of the protest organized by our state llewetwork Samajika
Parivarthana Janandolana, SPANDHANA mobilized peoplms
creating awareness among people regarding the sigces the |
protest. Thus we discussed about the current situaif Dalit,
women, children and present political crisis andeasiality of
alternate politics. Thus On™8our representatives more than °
members participated in the Mass protest in Bamgaod on 9
in Kolar.

Mandya Slum Janara Okkuta:

We had an effectual networking process with oueptirganizations and movements in
these 3 months. On April 5th of May our team pgrated in
the long march and a people’s Meet organized byShen
Nivasigala Okkuta and Karnataka Janapara vediekrdate a

d platform to question the election Candidates raggrdheir
manifesto and their role after winning in electioRsom 11 to
13 of June representatives from SPANDHANA had pgudited

in the Annual meet of CRY- Child Rights and You tpars
from southern India. On 21 of June SPANDHANA hackrbe
invited by the organization Vimochana to take partits launching of new plan to
implement and “women’s Court” in Villages. On 28tvo mwmbers from our team
participated in skill building workshop in Bangatoorganized " -
by SAMANATAH Mahila Vedike comrades. On 30th ofngua
representative from our team patrticipated in thet Fending of b
Farmer’'s Suicide in Hassan district. Following toist fact [[¥#
finding Karnataka Janapara Vedike is publishing eport /8
regarding the causes of farmers’ suicide which lesn taken
place in last one month. All these participati@ve a different
experience with lot of inputs.

Vimochana- Public hearing.




On October 8 SPANDHANA team participated in the public hearimganized
by Vimochana in Mandya. Intellectuals and activis&ts H.L. Keshava Murthy, Sunanda
Jayarama and Dr. Vasu addressed the mass and hame300 people participated
representing different districts.

Karnataka Janapara Vedike:

On 8" of November SPANDHANA team participated in the &&morganized by
Karnataka Janapara Vedike against ‘Operation KdnmaMandya. Representatives from
different organizations and movements gatheredarptogramme.

Cultural Workshop:

SPANDHANA and Samanata Mahila Vedike activistsnilyi organized a
cultural workshop from February 10 19". The workshop focused mainly to create a
state level all women cultural troop. The workshioguded the training of two dramas
and learning essential contents of the theatreitantbncepts. After the workshop a 13
member’s full fledged cultural troop came into lgein the name oManavi Kalatanda.
And at present it is showcasing two dramas onéBedukinamruta Kanda Akkana
Kathe” and another “Charitre Vartamanakke Tirugidaaga”Both of the drams throws
light on the several social crisis of women inchglidomestic violence, Rape, dowry
Harrassment, impact of Religion, cast and tradgion womanhood etc... Mr. Santhosh
Guttiyangadi was the director of both the plays ergburce person in the workshop. At
present Manavi Kalatanda has given more than 5 showifferent parts of Karnataka.

SPANDHANA also formed all girls Tamate troop jdintwith Samanata
Mahila Vedike as another cultural item of Manavildtamda. A full-fledged Tamate
troop has already given 3 shows through out the.sta

Recently SPANDHANA directed and played anotherndraon “public
distribution system adation Ragalein several parts of the district and attracteluuge
number of audiences.

Bembala :

SPANDHANA has a counseling center under the naméBaimbala” (The
support), which is working for the reduction of Moce against women through
participatory approaches. Through Bembala we aectlly involving to fetch justice for
the victim. Since the strategy of counseling iskimy effectually, the members who
contact SPANDHNA for the mental and moral suppogt iacreasing. Most of the cases
are being resolved in the stage of counseling, thissavoiding going to go to police
station.

Below is the table which shows the number of casadt and settled.
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Future Plans:

» Strengthening the collectives ideologically witls@ecial focus on children’s

collective.

» Strengthening the union of Construction workers &oining a students
Union

» Strengthening the cadre building and orienting ntassrds political change
in state.

* Introducing income generative programme to balabetveen the social

struggle and economic empowerment.




